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listened closely, and because I was, by 
then, a second-year law student, I rec-
ognized some of the legal vernacular 
that he was using, and I quickly dis-
cerned, based on some of his appellate 
briefs that I recently had read, he was 
preparing for what he hoped and ex-
pected and genuinely believed would be 
his next argument before the U.S. Su-
preme Court. And I thought: Way to go. 
There to the bitter end, he is ready for 
what is next. He is ready to stand for 
vindicating the interests of his client 
and for doing his job and doing it well. 

At no moment during any of this, 
notwithstanding his service in edu-
cation, in government, and the practice 
of law, and his extended church service 
as a lay minister in my faith, did I ever 
feel that we were neglected as a family. 
To be sure, he was gone a fair amount 
of time. He was a busy man, but when 
he was home, he was 100 percent home. 
He was all in. He loved—or at least if 
he didn’t love it, he at least had us con-
vinced that he loved being at home and 
loved working with his kids, studying 
with them, and helping them with 
their homework. 

When someone serves you that well, 
that faithfully, and that consistently 
over that many years, it has an effect 
and a very positive one. To this day, I 
still, from time to time, hear his words 
echoing in my head reminding me to do 
things as best as I possibly can do 
them; reminding me, as a lawyer, when 
you are in court, when you have won 
your case and you know you have won 
it, he said sit down and don’t say an-
other word; reminding me that when 
you have got a choice between a ten- 
cent word and a three-dollar word, 
choose the ten-cent word every time if 
it will do the job; reminding me to be 
kind to others and that you will never 
regret doing so. He reminded me to 
give others the benefit of the doubt. 
Those are things that stick with all of 
us. 

So I know I speak certainly for my-
self and for my siblings—Diana, Tom, 
Wendy, Stephanie, Melissa, Christie, 
and my mom Janet—that we miss him. 
The State of Utah and the Western 
United States and the United States of 
America is a better place because of 
the fact that he was here. I will never 
forget, on the morning of March 11, 
1996—again, exactly 25 years ago 
today—I saw the Sun rising over the 
Wasatch Mountains to our east in 
Provo, UT. It was at that moment 
when I realized that it would likely be 
the last time the Sun would rise with 
my father on the Earth. The Sun has 
risen and set on that same mountain 
range many, many thousands of times 
since then, but we remain better off for 
the fact that he was here. 

If he were here, I would tell him: I 
miss you, Dad. I love you, and I thank 
you. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT OF 
2021 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, last 
week the Congress passed and tomor-
row the President will sign into law 
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, 
which includes $10 billion to respond to 
COVID–19 internationally. While this is 
a tiny fraction of the $1.9 trillion in the 
Rescue Plan, it is critically necessary. 
As long as the virus continues to 
spread and mutate into more trans-
missible and deadlier variants in other 
countries, it will remain a threat to 
Americans. 

Within that amount, $580 million is 
included to support the U.N. Global 
Humanitarian Response Plan for 
COVID–19 through U.S. voluntary con-
tributions to international organiza-
tions, including the World Health Orga-
nization, the World Food Programme, 
UNICEF, the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees, and other international 
organizations. 

UNICEF offers critical operations 
and technical assistance to ministries 
of health and education around the 
world as countries continue to adapt 
their health and education activities to 
meet COVID–19 protocols. UNICEF also 
focuses on strengthening risk commu-
nication and community engagement 
to ensure that women, children, and 
their families know how to prevent 
COVID–19; providing supplies to com-
munities and educational and health 
facilities to support the prevention and 
treatment of COVID–19, including 
WASH supplies and personal protective 
equipment; and ensuring that children 
and women have continued access to 
basic healthcare, education, child pro-
tection, and gender-based violence 
services, including ensuring access to 
immunizations, prenatal and postnatal 
care, and HIV care in an environment 
safe from infection by the virus. 

It is obvious that UNICEF has a crit-
ical role to play in the international 
COVID–19 response. The same can be 
said of the World Food Programme, 
UNHCR, and WHO. I am pleased that 
Congress was able to provide additional 
funding for these and other inter-
national organizations to support their 
lifesaving work. 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I rise 
to talk about the passage of the his-
toric American Rescue Plan. This mon-
umental legislation will help us get 
this pandemic under control and help 
families and small businesses weather 
the economic crisis. It includes critical 
funding for vaccine production, testing, 
and additional PPE. It includes the re-
sources we need to help kids get back 
to school safely, enhanced unemploy-
ment to help workers who are suffering 
during this pandemic, food assistance 
for low-income families, and stimulus 
checks to help make ends meet with 
hours cut and expenses rising. It also 
makes long-overdue enhancements to 
EITC and CTC that will help lift mil-
lions of children out of poverty. And it 
provides resources to keep families in 
their homes during this pandemic. 

First, it provides critical assistance 
for renters and people experiencing or 
at risk of homelessness. Before the 
pandemic, an estimated 568,000 people, 
many with underlying health condi-
tions, were already experiencing home-
lessness. One out of four renters was 
paying more than half of their income 
in rent, leaving too many making im-
possible choices between essential ex-
penses or even at risk of eviction. 
COVID–19 has both revealed and exac-
erbated these housing problems. One 
out of five renters reports being behind 
on rent, and renters were an estimated 
$57 billion dollars behind on rent as of 
January. 

I am pleased that the Senate-ap-
proved bill includes new resources to 
assist people experiencing or at risk of 
homelessness through emergency hous-
ing vouchers and homelessness assist-
ance and supportive services adminis-
tered by the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, as well as 
emergency assistance for rural housing 
for residents of properties financed by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Rural Housing Service. 

In addition, the American Rescue 
Plan provides $21.6 billion in emer-
gency rental assistance through 
States, localities, and territories, in-
cluding $2.5 billion reserved for high- 
need grantees. 

This funding supplements the $25 bil-
lion in emergency rental assistance 
funding provided by Congress in De-
cember, Section 501 of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2021, Public Law 
116–260, Section 501, but includes addi-
tional flexibilities to ensure grantees 
can better stabilize renters. The Biden 
administration should again extend the 
Federal eviction moratorium that ex-
pires on March 31, 2021, so that grant-
ees have time to distribute assistance 
to renters in need to prevent evictions 
and displacement. 

With the emergency rental assistance 
provided in this bill, renters will be 
able to receive up to 18 months of fi-
nancial assistance, including future 
rent and utility payments, including 
pad rents in manufactured housing 
communities, and unpaid rent or util-
ity bills that have accumulated. Rent-
ers can also receive assistance for 
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